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VETERINARY SuRGEONS aND Meat Inspection. 


If all meat was killed and dressed in a few large 
centres, it could be cheaply and efficiently inspected. 
Under such a condition of perfection each centre 
would of course have a veterinary surgeon to inspect 
the living animal and the dressed carcase. We say 
*‘ of course ’’ because it is allowed by all competent 
authorities that no other person is by training and 
knowledge so well equipped for the work. In many 
of the large Continental cities all meat is prepared in 
an abattoir, and no meat is allowed to enter the town 
except through “the ‘abattoir. Nearly all these cities 


are able to enforce these rules because the roads are | 


guarded for col'ection of octroi duties. 

In this country meat inspection is a farce except in 
a few large towns which have erected abattoirs, and 
even these have no power over meat brought in by 
road unless the sanitary inspector happens to find it 
in a butcher’s shop. 

In London the meat which enters Smithfield 


Market is carefully inspected. So is that which is | 


killed at Islington. The meat that comes in by rail 
and road is not inspected, and there are 400 private 
slaughter-houses which are only seen occasionally 


days. 


evils which result from want of inspection, and then | 
the State will probably close private slaughter-houses, 

and local authorities erect public abattoirs. When | 
that time comes experts will be appointed to inspect | 
meat, and if justice be done the inspectors will be | 
veterinary surgeons—i.e., the men most fitted for the | 
work. Some large towns have already opened abat- | 
toirs, and in nearly every case veterinary surgeons have | 


been appointed as inspectors. We believe that when | 


| 
i 


M ; + . illine | " penne ° ° 
by an inspector of nuisances, and never on killing | been offered. Professor Owen Williams insists that 


Some day, we believe, the people will awaken to the |a post-graduate certificate should be given to 
, ’ a 


| 


sphere of our own—the health of the domestic 
animals. In this we claim to be eminently most fit, 
and we desire todo any work which consists of the 
inspection of living animals or animal products. 

Slowly and gradually authorities are recognising 
our claims. The most notable of medical officers do 
| hot ignore us but seek our assistance and co-opera- 
| tion. Still there are difficulties. We very distinctly 
‘object to the position of being called in merely as 
_assistants to the M.O.H. when he meets with a case 
in which he requires skill he does not possess. We 
hold that as inspectors of cowsheds and cows, or of 
animals for slaughter, or after slaughter, there is room 
for us as separate officers, independent of other 
| officials, and responsible only to the local authority. 
| At present every authority bas a veterinary sur- 
| geon appointed under the Diseases cf Animals Act, 
| and such a man ought to have the other duties of a 
| Veterinary inspector given to him 
| Ifthe Public Health Acts do not provide for this 
| we must await an amending Act, and get clauses in- 
serted similar to those of the Scotch Act. 

Since the issue of the report of the Royal Com- 








/mission on Tuberculosis with its suggestions for an 


examination of Meat Inspectors, two schemes have 


M.R.C.V.S. who pass a special examination, and 
that these men would then be ear-marked as veterinary 
inspectors upon whom authorities might rely for sound, 
good work. On the other hand the Sanitary Insti- 
tute are working out a scheme for teaching and 
examining sanitary inspectors on the special subject 
of meat inspection. The sanitary inspector will, of 
course, never attain to the standard of knowledge 
possessed by a M.R.C.V.5., but he will be made much 
more efficient and useful. Under the existing law 





the work is sufficient to warrant the authorities in | the sanitary inspector will be employed because the 


giving a proper salary veterinary surgeons will apply 
and will be appointed. Probably when more than 
one man is required to do the work the chief inspector 


will be a M.R.C.V.S. and subordinate inspectors will | 


be laymen who submit all doubtful cases to their 
chief. 

In small places where salaries of 40/- or 50/ a 
week are offered, veterinary surgeons will not com. 
pete, and the sanitary officer will look after the meat 
as he does the drains and cowsheds. When he finds 
an evil or has a doubt he will call in the Medical 
Officer of Health. Under the existing law the M.O.H. 
is entrusted with all that pertains to human health. 
it is to be hoped he will more and more be so entrus- 
ted, and that no one will even attempt to usurp the 
place he is specially fitted to fill. The veterinarian 
has no desire to conflict with, or to encroach upon 
the duties of, the medical officer. We have a 


| veterinary inspector would not accept the salary 
offered by the authorities. 

Some veterinarians fear that by training the sani- 
tary inspector we may block out the veterinary in- 
spector, and, that when the abattoirs are built and 
inspectorships worth having are vacant, the men in 
possession will be appointed to them. The whole 
question is interesting and important to us. It is 
somewhat complex, and it is only developing. Our 
duty seems to be not merely to watch but to take 
part in what is doing, and to keep before the public 
our special fitness for offices which protect the general 
health where animals are concerned. 

We should be glad to hear from any one who can 
help to clear the question up by showing what is or 
has been done, and by discussing the best way for us 
to proceed. 
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RABIES IN WILD ANIMALS. 

I noticed some inquiries as to whether wild 
animals were attacked with rabies, so the following | 
case may be of interest to some. 

A jackal was kept for seventeen days in a large 
kennel (built for the purpose), was well fed and 
looked after. On being let out in front of a pack of 
hounds the animal was killed after a run of about 
thirty-five minutes. The leading hound, who brought 
him down at least 75 yards in front of the rest of the | 
pack, was rather badly bitten, and six days after 
showed marked symptoms of rabies, and died on the 
third day after being attacked. This pack being 
always strictly kept away from other dogs, this being 
the only case of rabies, also the fact that the jackal 
had been to all appearance perfectly healthy, and 
kept in isolation for seventeen days, make the case 
rather peculiar. 

W. Orrorv Dawson, Vet.-Lieut., A.V.D. 

Officiating Principal, Lahore Veterinary College, 

Punjaub. 








WHAT THE ARMY VETERINARY DEPART- 


MENT WANTS. 





In last week’s Record you published an article show- | 
ing the wants of the A.V.D. and inviting criticism. 
The ‘‘ wants ’’ seem moderate, in fact I fear that to 
many veterinary officers they will err on that side. 


| same footing. 





Though to military men, who know the Home and 
Indian Regulations, the article will be easily under- | 
stood, to our civil brethren much of it will, I fear, be | 
difficult of comprehension. ! therefore send you | 
these few notes, not at all as a hostile criticism, but 
merely to explain some of the paragraphs in the 
article. 

Pensions. In 1896 a Royal Warrant was pub- | 
lished improving the pensions of the A.V.D. Un- 
fortunately, except in the case of officers who retired | 
after 30 years service, the increase only applied to 
those compulsorily retired for age (55 years) or ill- | 


| 
| 


health ; so that instead of an inducement for senior | 
officers to retire, and thus quicken the promotion to 
the administrative grade, the enhanced pension only | 
to be obtained by serving 30 years, acts as a block by | 
keeping senior officers in the Department who would 
otherwise retire after 20 or 25 years service. The 
officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps can retire 
voluntarily after 20 years on £365 per annum. It 
may be argued that allowing officers to retire early, 
burdens the State with extra pensions; this is true. 
But on the other hand the State is keeping men on 
full pay who, having lost all hope of further advance- 
ment, are simply hanging on to put their time in, 
whose duties are irksome to them, who no longer take 
an interest in their work, and who just do what they 
are obliged in a perfunctory manner, and thus impair | 
the efficiency of the department to the detriment of | 
the mounted branches of the Army. 

Indian Pay.—Till a few years ago the pay ofa, 
veterinary officer under five years’ service was 377 | 
Rs. per mensem, it is now 400Rs. The cost of living | 





@ 


in India has increased in leaps and bounds, and it is 
well within the mark to say that it is now more than 
double what it was 25 years ago, and to meet this an 
increase of pay has been sanctioned of 23Rs. The 
increase of pay for the more senior ranks is on the 
I am not forgetting that a compensa- 
tion allowance is also granted for the depreciation of 
the rupee, but without entering into details, which 
would take up too much of your valuable space, this 
allowance does not really make up for the fall of the 
value in the rupee from two shillings, and leaves the 
enhanced expenses of living totally unprovided for. 
It must be remembered that the £250 per annum pay 
drawn by Vet.-Lieutenants in England is in addition 
to allowances for servant, lodging, stabling, forage 
for two horses, fuel, and light, whereas the Indian 
salary of 400Rs. includes all the allowances, and 
tentage as well, i.c. every officer has to purchase and 
maintain a tent and camp equipage and pay for its 
carriage on the march or on active service out of his 
own pocket. In England a tent is provided and 
carried by the State on such occasions, and in addi- 
tion Field allowance is given to cover any extra ex- 
penditure. 

At home a Veterinary Major, after five~years ser- 
vice in the rank, gets an increase of pay. Notso in 
India, on promotion to Veterinary-Major he draws 


_750Rs. a month, and never obtains any more. 


Vet.-Lieut.-Colonels and Vet.-Colonels.—In India 
there is one Vet.-Colonel with the title of Principal 
Veterinary Officer, who is on the Staff of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and in addition has charge of the 
Bengal Command. For the information of civilians, 
I may explain that for military purposes India is 
divided into the Bombay, Madras, Bengal, and 

unjab Commands, each under a Lieut.-General, 
with the Commander-in-Chief in supreme authority. 
This is a recent change. Formerly there were three 
Presidencies, Madras, Bombay, and Bengal, each 
under a Commander-in-Chief, the Commander-in- 
Chief of Bengal exercising supreme authority as 
Commander-in-Chief in India. 

In addition to the Veterinary Colonel, with the 
Commander-in-Chief, there are three Veterinary 
Lieut.-Colonels, one to each of the Bombay, Madras 
and Punjab commands, known officially as in- 
specting veterinary officers. Now it is contended, 
and with justice, that there should be a fourth for 
the Bengal Command, thus enabling the principal 
veterinary officer to devote himself entirely to his 
important duties, as adviser to the Government of 
India and Commander-in-Chief on Veterinary 
Military Matters, and the general supervision of the 
working of the Department. For the benefit of the 
uninitiated I tay here add that each Command has 
a principal medical officer, and there is one in 
addition on the Commander-in-Chief’s staff as 
principal medical officer in India. All these are 
Surgeon-Generals and. rank as Major Generals in the 
Army, and what is perhaps still more important 
draw Major General’s pay, if not more, viz : 3300Rs. 
per mensem. 

Again under the old Presidency system, the in- 
specting veterinary officers of Madras and Bombay 
drew 400Rs. staff salary in addition to their pay; 
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the Bengal Presidency was divided into upper and 
lower circles, the upper being in charge of the 
principal veterinary officer, the lower in charge of a 
veterinary Lieut-Colonel as inspecting veterinary 
officer who drew only 300Rs. staff salary. On the 
change of system he was transferred to the Punjab 
Command, still on 300Rs. staff. When this anomaly 
was brought to notice, the Punjab staff-pay was 
raised to 350Rs. and the Madras and Bombay re- 
duced from 400 to 850Rs., thus enabling the 
Government of India to pocket 50Rs. per mensem, 
filched from an already underpaid Department. Jn 
conclusion, it behoves all young men who are think- 
ing of joining the Army Veterinary Department to 
ponder over these questions carefully, and to bear in 
mind that in the ordinary course of events they will 
have to serve three tours of foreign service of five 
years each, 7.¢.,15 years out of 30. I refrain from 
entering into grievances caused by the way in which 
the services of veterinary officers in Indian campaigns 
have been ignored; while decorations and brevets 
have been freely bestowed on other branches of the 
service, the A.V.D., has systematically been left out 
in the cold, or so grudgingly and sparely recognised 
as to accentuate the neglect, and “‘ ear mark”’ the 


Department. 
A.V.D. 





SOME OF THE DISEASES AND INJURIES OF 
THE RECTUM+* 
By Josuua A. Nunn, A.V.D. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen. I must crave your 
indulgence and ask you to look with a lenient eye on 
the many short-comings and imperfections of this paper. 
It is merely a stop-gap and has been hurriedly pre- 
pared at the request of your secretary, there being nothing 
available on his list for this meeting. Owing to lack of 
time I have been unable to search the current pro- 
fessional periodicals for cases in the way I should like 
to have done, as there are many such in both English 


and foreign journals illustrative of the subject matter. | 


Any such that the members of the Suciety can bring to 


notice with references | shall feel grateful for, also any | 


unreported cases that may have come under their 
notice, and I am convinced that there must be many 


such, as the subject is one that must have sometime or | 


other come under the notice of every practitioner. 
Although not so distinctive as in the human being. 
nevertheless, diseases and injuries of this region are in 
our patients sufficiently common and characteristic to 
merit some special consideration. 
disease of the rectum are more common in the dog than 
in the other domestic animals, and especially so in 
pampered pets than those that lead a healthier life, and 
from this fact it would appear that diseases of this 
nature are artificial or the result of civilization. 
Uleeration of the Rectum and fissure of the anus.—In 
many works on the subject these are treated of separately 
but as what is commonly called fissure is nothing more 
than ulceration, and as ulceration may take place either 
on the margin of the anus or any part of the intestine, I 
have thought it more convenient to classify the two 
together. Ulceration takes place when the mucous 
membrane is injured. The membrane is not affected by 
the feces or flatus, but the deeper seated structures are 





* Read at the meeting of the Central V.M.5S. on Thursday, 
ist June. : 


not endowed with this power of resistance, and, con- 
sequently, when the protective layer is destroyed a 
troublesome ulcer is the result. ‘The most common 
causes are bruising of the mucous membrane by the 
passage of hardened masses of fzeces in habitual con- 
stipation, which bruising, when continued causes the 
membrane to slough leaving the deeper seated structures 
exposed. The passage of bones in the dog will produce 
the same effect only quicker, as there the membrane is 





In my experience, | 


torn and lacerated, not bruised. The same takes place 
in the horse in foreign countries when fed off the 
ground. Large quantities of sand and gravel are taken 
up with the food causing a well-known derangement, 
'“sand colic,” and from the passage of these foreign 
| matters I have seen ulceration of the rectum and anus. 
| In India there is a special form seen in the ox caused by 
| the professional cattle poisuners who poison cattle for 
| the sake of the hide. A suppository of arsenic or corrosive 
| sublimate is made up, inserted into the rectum with a 
stick and left there, the stick being withdrawn. The 
result is ulceration and peritonitis with or without per- 
| foration. This ulcer is always on the lower floor of the 
bowel, very deep in the pit and clean cut at the edges, 
| and, uf course, on analysis of the part the two drugs can 
| easily be detected. Chronic diarrhoea and dysentery also 
‘cause ulceration, but in these cases the lesion is of a 
| different character, being situated on any part of the 
wall, irregular in outline, and shreds of membrane are 
given off. In dysentery in the dog, which is common in 
| moist tropical climates, this complication is common. 
The ulcer is sometimes situated in the mucous membrane 
of the anus just at or a very little way anteriorly to its 
| junction with the external skin. This ulcer is oval in 
| shape, and when the fibres of the sphincter are con 
| tracted it has a ridge of skin on each side which gives it 
the appearance of a cleft or fissure, and in chronic cases 
' these edges get hard and indurated which increases the 
appearance, but its true character can at once be seen 
‘by dilating the sphincter and carefully examining the 
part. I have seen painful ulceration following abrasion 
caused by a badly fitted crupper in the horse, mule, and 
ass used for pack purposes, but which is not of a serious 
character, healing of itself when the exciting cavise 
is removed, but usually this complaint troubles dogs 
and is caused by want of exercise, constipation and hard 
substances in the feces. An ulcer in this situation is 
most painful (whereas those further in the bowel appear 
not to be so) and causes great difficulty in defecation. 
Ulceration may also take place after injury to the 
rectum caused by the malicious insertion of foreign 
objects such as sticks, broom-handles, ete., but my 
experience of such is that the object is inserted with 
such violence as tv perforate the wall. The specific 
ulceration of the rectum sometimes seen in rinderpest 
I will merely mention, as this subject has lately been 
| brought to the notice of the Society and has been fully 
i discussed. 
| Symptoms. In simple ulceration within the bowel 
there is usually but little if any pain, in fact in the 
; human being ulceration frequently exists without the 
patient being aware of it, but not so if situated at the 
| junction of the rectum and anus. There will, however, 
‘be a discharge from the bowel that may or may not be 
| tinged with bleod and contain shreds of membrane 

depending on the nature of the cause and its duration. 
This discharge is usually what first attracts attention. 
Both digital and ocular examination with the speculum 
should be had recourse to, and in the majority of cases 
the lesion can be detected. In the larger animals the 
screw vaginal dilator answers the purpose; in the 
smaller, Ferguson’s speculum is what I have used, 
adapting the size selected to that of the patient, but 
perhaps some member can inform me of a newer 
instrument. Illumination of the cavity is often useful 
and can easily be done by the direct rays of the sun and 
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a small looking glass, or the artificial light from an 
ordinary bull’s-eye lantern, a reflector reading lamp, or 
a candle, and the mirror of an opthalmoscope. Ulceration 
or fissure of the anus, as I have said, causes great pain 
and spasm of the sphincter on defecation, and is usually 
seen in the dog. The animal crouches down in the act, 
strains violently, and makes ineffectual efforts several 
times before the motion is passed, and this is only 
accomplished with an effort accompanied by evident pain, 
the anus and feces being cvated with slime or blood. 
Dilation of the sphincter and examination of the part 
will, invariably reveal the ulcer, but it is advisable to 
thoroughly examine the rectum, as there may be internal 
ulceration and hardened masses of feces, or foreign 
substances, such as bones or calculi lodged in it. 
Treatment. The treatment of simple ulceration is 
simple. The exciting cause, whatever it is, must be 
removed and the bowels kept relaxed, so that the faces 
are soft and unable to bruise and injure the membrane 


when evacuated. The ulcer itself should be touched | 


with a solution of nitrate of silver, about 2 per cent., on 
a pledget of cotton weol followed by the application of 
iodoform either in a powder, if the part is accessible tu 


the insufflator, or if not, in af ointment ; attention to | 


the diet I need hardly point out is essential. Fissure of 
the anus in my experience rarely yields to local treat- 
ment, and operative interference is necessary. This 
consists of making an incision through the ulcer at its 
longest axis, dividing the superficial fibres of the 


The internal opening is usually close to the margin of the 
anus, and is never very far up the bowel. Gamgee’s 
“ Domestic Animalsin Health and Disease,” p. 300, states 
fistula only occurs in the horse and ox. My experience 
is that it is more common in the dog than any other 
animal. This isa point I would ask information on. 

Symptoms. When caused by an abscess there is at 
| first considerable pain, stiffness in gait, and swelling of 
the perineum, but when the abscess points and bursts 
these symptoms pass off, and chronic fistula appears to 
give rise to but little inconvenience as long as it is patent, 
but if the external orifice closes up the discharge accumu- 
lates, the surrounding tissues become inflamed and 
| secondary abscesses form, giving rise to all the initial 
symptoms again. There is a discharge running over the 
perineum and thighs which is serous or purulent, and if 
the internal opening is large there may be an escape of 
flatus or feeces through the external one. In old stand- 
ing cases there will be granulations round the external 
orifice. A fistula caused by diseased bone generally does 
' not.open close to the.anus, and there will be a purulent dis- 
charge with the characteristic odour of diseased bone, 
which will be detected with the probe. 

Treatment. It is said that if taken at the initial 
stages fistula can be cured without operation. This may 
be so, but I have never had anything but old standing 
cases to treat, and in them I[ have found anything except 
an operation useless. In a complete fistula, that is with 
an internal openi@g into the bowel and external on to 











sphincter muscle, and if necessary, scraping the indurated 


the perineum, if the internal one is not situated far in it 













edges, the incision should be continued into the sound | is a simple affair. The bowels should be emptied by an 
tissue some little distance, both above and below. It ! aperient the day before, and an enema just before opera- 
was formerly supposed in the human being to be|ting. I prefer to give an anesthetic, but it is not 
necessary to entirely divide the sphincter, but this | necessary, and indeed in large animals in ordinary cases 
practice has now been given up. The operation | it is not absolutely necessary to cast, although for reasons 
described is Mr. Curling’s, and [ have found it answer | | shall shortly explain, I always do. If the calibre of 
successfully in animals. The after treatment is the | the fistula is small a pliable director should be passed up 
same as for simple ulcer. Stretching the sphincter and | it till the tip is felt by the fore finger in the bowel. A 
tearing the ulcer was at one time advocated in the | long narrow-bladed bistoury is then passed along its 
human being, particularly in France, but has now, I | groove and all the structures divided, converting the 
believe, been abandoned for the incision. I have | fistula into an open wound, the bottom of which should 
never used it so cannot speak about it, but it dves not | be incised with a sharp scalpel, so as to divide the hard 
appear to have much to recommend it. | cicatricial tissue with which it is lined. If there are 

Fistula so commonly results from ulceration that I | multiple sinuses they must be opened upin the same 
place it next on the list. It may, however, be caused by | way, and it is for this reason I prefer to cast or secure 
perforation from a bone, or arise without any lesion of | the patient and administer an anesthetic, for one never 
the mucous membrane, from suppuration of the adjacent | can be certain of complications, and secondary sinuses 
glands. Fistula in ano can be classified into three | can usually only be discovered after the primary one has 
divisions : Complete—-with an internal opening into the | been divided. The incision should not be carried up the 
bowel, and an external on to the perineum: Incomplete | bowel out of reach on account of the danger of hzmor- 
internal—opening into the bowel, but not externally: and rhage. In cases in which the internal opening is a long 
Incomplete external—not communic iting with thebowel way up it is better to make a false opening into the 
but opening externally. The first is the most common, | bowel with a sharp pointed director or probe, operate a3 
the second may exist in otf patients, indeed | have seen | has been described, and lay the remaining portion of the 
eases, but they were only in the transition stage and | sinus open by ligature. This is done by passing the 
sooner or later developed into the complete form. The | ligature, either silk, whip cord or catgut, up the sinus with 
third I have only seen in connection with disease of the | an eyed probe, tying the ends tight so as to contract 
pelvic bones, or in connection with an abscess in the | the tissues, but taking care not to cause inflammation, 
neighbourhood of the rectum, and if due to this latter | and tightening them every other day till it cuts through, 
cause it usually also developes into the complete form | which will usually take place in about ten days. A 
The fistula usually opens externally below the anus, a | better plan is to use an India rubber band, the ends of 
little to one side of the median line, but it may do so at | which are tied or clamped together sufficiently tight to 
the side or upper part, but the latter situation is rare. | cause pressure, this obviates the necessity of having to 
‘The same may be single or multiple, and may go straight | tighten up thecord. The operation by ligature, which is 
or curve round the rectum opening into it at a remote | as old as the time of Hippocrates, has been recommen- 
part, forming what is known as horse shoe fistula. The | ded by certain continental writers, but I can see nothing 
internal opening is sometimes very small and cannot be | in its favour to supplant the knife excepting the case 
detected by the probe and one finger in the bowel. In| just mentioned. The wound should be dressed with 
such cases the late Sir William Ferguson’s plan was to | cotton wool and iodoform ointment, but if there is much 
dilate the sphincter with the speculum and inject milk | bleeding it must be controlled with a styptic such as 
from the external orifice, which is continued with slight | tincture of ferri-perchloride. The wound should be fre- 
pressure on the syringe, while the speculum is slowly re- | quently washed out, especially after defecation, with 
volved so that the slit in it comes in contact with every | some antiseptic. I have found a solution of chinosol 
part of the bowel. A coloured solution, such as gentian | answer well for this purpose. The bowels should be 
violet or Spiller’s purple, answers almost better than milk. kept confined with opium for four or five days, when a 
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laxative such as castor or linseed oil should be given. 
The wound should be daily examined with the speculum 
and, if necessary, a five grain to 1 oz. solution of nitrate 
of silver applied. In the human being the division of 
thesphincter causes great inconvenience as an after result 
but I cannot say I have ever noticed this in animals, either 
large or small. 

Recto-vaginal jistula. I have had one case brought 
to my notice caused maliciously by a stick thrust into 
the vagina, but it is usually brought about in accidents 
in parturition. A foot of the foal or calf being driven 
through the wall ; generally this is the result of amateur 
obstetrics, but it may take place in an unassisted birth. 
I have never seen a case in the dog except congenital, 
which I will mention further on. 

Symptoms. There is great straining, and if there is 
blood passed from the rectum it should cause suspicion 
that this accident has taken place. Manual exploration 
will detect it. If the rent is large, which it generally is, 
there may be a passage of feces per vagina, and if the 
case has been going on for some time acute or subacute 
cystitis. 


Treatment. Therent must be sutured, and the edges 


brought into apposition, a double row of sutures being | 


passed in both the vagina and rectum. Asa rule such 
cases are too far gone and exhausted before they are 
brought to notice to afford much chance of recovery. 

Atresia ani or imperforate anus is a congenital mal- 
formation, and is of varying degrees, from’ mere adhesion 
of the mucous membrane of the anus to total absence of 
the orifice and bowel, from arrested development in 
foetal life. In my experience the pig is most subject of 
the domestic animals to this malformation next the dog, 
and more especially toy or house dogs, not working or 
sporting ones. 

The varieties of imperforation are: (1) adhesion of the 
mucous membrane of the bowel ; (2) the formation of a 
membrane or septum which may exist at the anus or 
further up the bowel ; (3) arrested development of the 


bowel which may be so far back as to practically be of | 


the same nature as No. 2, or running on in various 


| those in which there is adhesion of the mucous mem- 
| brane or a septum existing at the anus, or a little way 
within it. In the former case where the adhesions are 
at the anus only, stretching the part will force them 
apart. If the patient is large enough the two thumbs 
are introduced, the rest of the fingers resting on the 
thighs and the orifice forcibly spread in the same way 
as the method of stretching the sphincter in fissure. If 
the patient is too small then a blunt probe of large size 
must be used, but on no account must it be too small or 
sharp, as such is likely to take a wrong direction and 
perforate the bowel. I have found the ivory handle of a 
desk knife a convenient instrument for the purpose. If 
the adhesions are within the bowel the same applies, 
but in such cases care must be taken, and if possible the 
speculum used. If the anus is occluded by a membrane 
the operation is simple enough, it is merely making a 
longitudinal or crucial incision with it, and the remains 
can be snipped off with a pair of scissors if necessary. If 
the septum is within the bowel the same is done, but 
in every case it is advisable to ascertain the thickness of 
it by placing one finger against it .and pressing on the 
abdomen with the other hand, where the imprisoned 
feces will be felt impinging against the finger. As a 
| rule the contents of the bowel escape with violence, but 
it may be necessary to administer an enema if there are 
hardened masses, and if so I have found glycerine from 
its hygroscopic properties greatly facilitate the desired 
result. The glycerine should be warmed, as the bowel in 
the young animal is delicate. 

Dilation of the Rectum is, as far as | am aware, the 
result of chronic constipation, and confined to the dog. 
The term dilation is perhaps misapplied, as the whole 
calibre of the bowel, taken at a particular segment, is not 
enlarged, unly a portion of it, and the term sacculated 
would appear to be more appropriate ; this is my experi- 
ence, although there is no reason why the whole bowel 
should not become enlarged. In the cases that I have 
come across the dilation has been at the lower part ot 

the intestine and a short distance from the anus, and 
| appears sooner or later if neglected to end in fistula. The 











degrees of non-development to total absence of the rec- | sac from its position forms a natural net to obstiuct the 
tum. The malformation may be complicated with per- | passage of the faces, and large masses lodge in it as hard 
foration forming a recto-vaginal fistula. I have seen a | asastone. In one case the whole of the calibre of the 
case of this in a pariha bitch in India, but never in a male. | bowel was so obstructed, there being a small opening in 
Mr. Gamgee also mentions a similar case that came under | the centre of the mass through which some of the fluids 





his observation. 

Symptoms.— An attack of colic usually first attracts 
notice, and if the anus is obstructed examination will at 
once disclose the evil. In those cases where the sep- 
tum is situated further in there may be some little 
difficulty, especially if, as in some cases, there is a small 
perforation allowing an escape of feces. The rejection 


of an enema should excite suspicion, and the passage of | 


a probe or manual exploration will confirm it. Also the 
non-passage of feces, straining, colic, and increasing 
tympanitis, and if the case has been running on a short 
time there will be a bulging at the anus from the im- 
prisoned feces in those cases in which the rectum Is In 
existence. There is an excellent paper on this subject 
in the May number of Zhe Veterinary Journal, by 
Charnock Bradley, Esq. ; 

Treatment is entirely operative. In the human being 
in those cases where the rectum is wholly or partly 
undeveloped, colotomy and the formation of an arti- 
ficial anus can be had recourse to, but in animals from 
obvious reasons it is out of the question. t 
in which the development of the rectum is arrested 


within a very short distance of the anus, it might be dis- | 


sected down to, drawn backwards, and sutured to the 
anus which has previously been made patent. 1 have 


never performed this operation, but have read of it being 
done in some Continental work, but where I have for- 
gotten, and if any member can give me the reference I 
will be under an obligation. The only operable cases are 


In those cases | 


could pass. The owner had been treating the animab 
| for diarrhoea, 2. 

The Symptoms ave great and frequent straining and 
efforts to defecate, but only a small quantity of thin 
fluid, perhaps tinged with blood, is passed. The concre 
|tion can be detected on examination per rectum. The 
treatment consists in breaking it down, which fre 
quently can be done with the finger, and giving enemas, 
preferably oil in small quantities, at frequent intervals 
| to permeate the mass, soften and break it down and 
| carry it away, but it may be so hard as to render opera- 

tive interference necessary. This is best done by dilat- 
| ing the rectum and breaking the concretion down with 
'a blunt Volekmann’s spoon, but the blade of a bullet 
| forceps does equally well. Enemas should frequently 
be given, a spare laxative diet, and plenty of exercise ; 
| but [ think that violent purgatives should be avoided. As 
| the bowel regains its tone, the sac will contract to a very 
| great degree, but the general health of the patient will 
| always want looking to. . 
| Paralysis. 1 offer the suggestion for discussion if 
| partial paralysis of the rectum is not more frequent than 
is recognised, and by this I mean of the bowel or a por- 
| tion of it, not of the sphincter muscle. If this is involved 
‘there could not be much likelihood of mistaking the case, 
‘in fact it may be seen in a modified degree in cases of 
exhaustion following debilitating illnesses, where the 
condition of patulovs anus presents itself, the orifice 
being open; but I Lave seen animals who habitually 


| 
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passed the faeces in a large sausage-like mass, not in the | 
pellets that the horse usually does, and the question has | 
put itself to me, are not these cases of partial paralysis 
of the rectum, or a want of nerve power in the part. 

The undoubted cases I have met with have all been 
in mares, and most of them following difficult parturi- 
tion under my own observation. In the others there 
has been strong evidence that it was due to the same 
cause, but I have never seen a case in a horse or gelding, 
this is a point I would bring to the notice of the Society 
for discussion. I should, however, qualify this remark, 
as in cases of severe injury to the back or loins there is 
of course paralysis, but it is general not local; what I 
mean is that I have never seen a case of paralysis of the 
rectum in a horse without other regions or organs being 
complicated, and in all that I have seen the injuries 
have been so great as to be fatal, and the condition of 
the rectum is merely a concomitant symptom not the 
primary lesion. 

Treatment I have not found very encouraging. In the 
parturition cases I have mentioned, if the injury has not 
been great the bowel recovers its tone in a few days, with- 
out any aid beyond attending to the patient’s general 
health, but in those that have been brought to me later 
on I have been unsuccessful.” What is chiefly to be 
feared is prolapsus, and therefore the bowel should be 
kept at rest by frequently evacuating it by the hand or 
enemas ; purgatives should be avoided, but laxatives 
given. I have found cold enemas useful, also a piece of 
ice placed in the rectum and allowed to melt there. The | 
diet should be laxative, moderate exercise given, and 
tonics, but I dont think these are of very much use. I 
have tried galvanism over the loins and quarter, but 
I cannot say I have seen any very marked result. 

Obstruction. The only one I have observed apart from 
atresia ani has been caused by hardened feces or calculi, 
and these causes being so intimately connected I will 
describe them under one heading. 

Concretions of feeces are usually seen in dogs that are 
over-fed and do not get sufficient exercise. This I have 
mentioned while describing dilation of the bowel, but 
no doubt it occurs in other animals, as I once had to 
treat a lion cub for this complaint ; the animal had been 
brought from Somalie Land when a few weeks old and 
presented to a zoological garden in India, and suffered 
from chronic constipation. J had him under treatment 
for some time till he grew too big and got to be danger- 
ous to handle ; he eventually died from obstruction of 
the bowel caused by hardened feces. 

Any of the intestinal calenli will obstruct the rectum, 
and cause violent colic, but as a rule if they reach so far 
along the intestinal track they can be reached by the 
hand. I was once informed by a farmer that he had 
removed such an obstruction that had been become fixed | 
in the bowel, by screwing into it the end of the ramrod of a 
muzzle loading gun which was furnished with a screw 
for drawing the charge before the days of breach loaders, 
and pulling it out. I did not see the operation and 
merely repeat the tale told to me. 

I once, many years ago, removed a flattened mass of 
hair felted together and doubled over on itself from the 
rectum of a heifer that was kept in the same field with | 
a donkey, which she was in the habit of constantly licking. | 
The obstruction gave rise to a violent attack of colic 
that disappeared as soon as it was removed. 

In former years dust balls were common in millers’ | 
horses which were fed on the debris from the mill, but I | 
believe such are not now frequently met with. A few | 
months ago there was a discussion in Zhe Country | 
Gentleman, apropos of a paper read by M. Butel before | 
the Central Veterinary Medical Society of France, in | 
which that gentleman stated that feeding horses 
exclusively on bran diet caused the formation of calculi 
in the intestines. Although not exclusively a disease of |. 
the rectum [ trust I may be pardoned if I digress some- 








@ 








what It appears a strange statement to us who are 
accustumed to look on bran asa laxative, so strange as 
to amount to an impossibility, but M. Butel’s cases _re- 
ceived 6 to 10 quarts of dry bran per diem, not made into 
a mash as is the English practice. Furthermore, in 
remote places on the Continent much grain is still ground 
in village mills, and there is a considerable quantity of 
flour left in the bran, which is not cleaned as we are 
accustomed to see it, and to a certain extent resembles 
the mill sweepings above mentioned. I therefore think 
that M. Butel’s statement is not so improbable as it at 
first sounds to English ears. 

Bones may be lodged in the rectum of the dog, but if 
they have traversed the intestines so far they would 
probably be expelled. If they can be detected by the 
finger they must be removed by the forceps such as the 
bullet ones, or if necessary broken up by the lion-jawed 
bone forceps. Unless they can be easily removed this 
should be done or the bowel may otherwise be injured. 

Proctitis and Periproctitis, or inflammation of the 
rectum and surrounding tissue. [ have never seen one 
separate from the other and hence have classed the two 
together. Inflammation of the cellular tissue surround- 
ing the rectum is usually the result of direct injury, viz., 
inexperience in passing the catheter whereby a false 
passage is made at the curve over the ischium, blows 
and injury to the part such as kicks, and the not un- 
frequent cccurrence of a stab from a stable fork. It may 


_alsu supervene on ulceration or fistula, particularly if the 


latter is large, and gives passage to faeces, and I once had 
a very troublesome case after « lithotomy in which the 
calculus was large, the instruments defective, and the 
parts somewhat injured before the stone was all removed. 
The only cases of proctitis per se that have come under 
my notice have been those malicious ones of cattle 
poisoning that I have before mentioned, and even then 
can be hardly properly called uncomplicated as I have 
always found the surrounding tissue more or less 
involved. 

Symptoms. If there is an external wound such as a 
stab it will of course attract attention, and in case of 
rupture of the urethra and false passage blood on the 
end of the catheter and in the urine will also, 
but an extensive abscess may-form with but little ex- 
ternal manifestation at first. There will be pain and 
difticulty in defecation, and uneasiness shown by whisk- 
ing the tail and a stiff straddling gait of the hind limbs 
with or without adischarge per anum. The perineum will 
be tender on manipulation and hot, and in the later 
stages deformed, swollen and tense. At first the sphincter 
muscle will be contracted, but in a more or less chronic 
case in which there isa deep seated abscess, it will be- 
come relaxed and the anus patulous. Examination per 
anum will show the bowel to be hot, tenderness in one 
particular part and a fluctuating swelling. 

Treatment. In those cases resulting from wounds and 
stabs a depending orifice and free drainage must be 
provided, and the wound dressed with any antiseptic, 
but I have a preference for iodoform. The bowel must 
be kept empty and at rest by enemas to which some 
opium or poppy heads have been added, and anodyne 
suppositories used. The diet should be spare, as_the 
patient should not be exercised. In these cases in which 


.a deep-seated abscess forme, the pus should be evacuated 


as soon as possible, otherwise it will burrow into the 
surrounding tissues and form troublesome sinuses. It 
has been recommended to open the abscess into the 
bowel, but this I do not think desirable, not that I have 
ever done so, but in cases that I have seen where it has 
done so spontaneously there have always been complica- 
tions from contamination by feces. I prefer to open the 
abscess externally, with a a moderately large long trocar. 
The left hand or finger should be placed in the rectum 
and the trocar directed by it passed with the right hand 
alongside the bowel, if necessary the wound can be en- 
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larged with the bistourie cachée, care of course being | probability ® lubricant such as vaseline will be reyuired 
taken to cut at one side and diagonally from above down- | The sheet should be raised to the level of the anus, and 
wards and outwards to avoid wounding the urethra in the | the closed fist applied to the bowel, it should be returned 
male, The pus from such abscesses Js usually very foul | slowly with a steady continued pressure. [t is advisa- 
even if there is no communication with the rectum, and | ble to keep the arm in the rectum some time and very 
cases of this nature are very troublesome and unsatis- gradually withdraw it. If the bowel is retained well and 
factory to treat. arnt | good, but in many cases it will not be, but even then a 
Prolapsus or inversion of the rectum. The two words | fresh attempt should be made. In any event it is a 
are generally used synonymously, but strictly speaking good plan to put a piece of ice into the rectum if it can 
inversion consists of the protrusion of a portion of the | be obtained to constringe the part, or to inject cold water 
lining membrane of the intestine close to the anus, while | or a decoction of oak galls, or bark, or tannic acid. It has 
prolapsus is much more extensive, involving the bowel | been recommended to put a suture through the anus for 
itself. It has been aptly described by Mr. Curling :— afew hours. I am not in favour of this plan as [ find 
The gut is inverted, there is a falling down and pro- | it causes straining, which is the very thing to avoid, but 
trusion of the whole of the coats, a change analogous to| if it is considered advisable to do so | prefer Russell's 
intussusception, but differing from it in the circum- | suture instrument to the ordinary wire. | think a truss 
stance that the involved intestine instead of being sheath- | is much preferable, there are several in the market, and 
ed or invaginated is uncovered and protrudes exter-| beyond saying I prefer a metal one on account of its 
nally.” Both are, however, intimately connected to-| cleanliness, I do not think there is much to choose in 
gether, and prolapsus can be looked upon as an|them. It will not only facilitate the operation but assist 
exaggeration of inversion. They may be caused by|in keeping the bowel in situ, if the hind quarters are 
excessive debility or by straining in cases of chronic | raised. This may be done either by digging a hole for 
constipation, especially in the dog, but my experience is | the fore feet to go into, or by raising the hind quarters 
that the complaint is more often seen in females as a| with straw. The straining may toa certain extent be 
complication to parturition, and is more common in | overcome by pressing on the spine or putting on a sur- 
multi than primipara. Inversion may take place in| cingle. In chronic inversion of the mucous membrane 
young weakly subjects, but I have found that with care | of the anus linear cauterization either by any of the 
as they gain strength they usually grow out of it. It | mineral acids or the thermo-cautery is sometimes success- 
sometimes appears to almost assume an epidemic form, | ful by the contraction that follows on cicatrisation of the 
and during the time I was in charge of one of the| part. Acids should be applied with a fine glass rod 
Government breeding establishments in India in one | carefully, care being taken that it 1s not dropped on any 
foaling season, there was a regular run of such cases | place except where it is intended to be put. 
amongst new born foals. If it is impossible to return the bowel, if when it has 
Symptoms. There cannot well be a mistake made as | been returned, it cannot be kept in place, or if it is 
to the nature of the mishap, except that it might be | gangrenous, then it must be removed by operation. Of 
taken for a protruded polypus or internal hemorrhoid | this there are two classes, viz :—When only a portion or 
or vice versa, but examination of the part will readily | belt of mucous membrane is dissected off and the cut 
clear up thisdoubt. Inversion may consist of the whole | edges are sutured, and when the whole bowel is resected 
circumference of the mucous membrane or only a seg-; aad united as a pipe is joined. Manipulations of the 
ment of it. In the first case it will appear as a rounded | operation in hoth cases are comparatively simple, but 
globular swelling obscuring the anus, in the second at|my experience has been that with the first I have 
one side of it. This latter, however, is rare, and will be | had success with the, second failure— possibly because the 
more fully described under the head of hemorrhoids. In | animals have been exhausted before being brought to 
these cases the edges of the swelling overlap the anus, ! me and mortification having set in, but [ should be glad 
and are constricted intu a neck by the contraction of the | of the opinions of any members of the Society who have 
sphincter muscle. The tumour will be of a dark, almost | had experience of this matter. Ido not think there is 
purple hue, and a circular opening communicating with | anything special to mention in the details of the 
the rectum in the centre of it. In prolapse there is of | operation, which have been frequently described by abler 
course a much larger protrusion, which may be of a very | pens than mine. All I will say is that care should be 
large extent hanging down to the hocks. It may be of | taken that all bleeding or oozing is stopped before the 
the normal colour of the mucous membrane, or of a| severed edges are united, and that if more than the 
dark colour, depending on the length of time the lesion | mucous coat of the bowel has been removed, a deep and a 
has existed, and the extent to which it is congested, superficial layer of sutures should be inserted, Another 
but in the majority of cases there will be both congestion | point to remember is that the weight of the protruded 
and tumefaction of the most depending portion. In | part will draw a portion of the intestine after it, and 
recent cases the mucous membrane is intact, but if the when this weight 18 removed it will retract ; for this 
rotrusion has been in existence any time it will be dry, | reason it is advisable not to make the incision too 
arsh, and hard, very likely covered with dirt, straw, and close up to the margin of the a. pop Pag ~ 
faeces, not to speak of injuries and laceration that are | suture which should be strong hong or silk - pond 
very likely to be caused by the animal coming in contact leave the ends long so as to be a He, | nk r e naaey, — 
with things, and above all from well intended but mal- | the ne down again, otherwise it may retract beyonce 
i viscus. reach. — _—> , 
ye roe gs ade nhc and operative. Hamorrhoids or piles are dilations *. eee of 
If there is diarrhwea or dysentry this must, of course, be the heemarrhoidal veins, either within or without the anus, 


checked. An attempt should always be made to return when they are known ve sg or a : _ may 
it is, in i ising i | exis the oxterni »s may be a blood tumour 

é ; j ‘ace, surprising in how | exist together. External piles may be 
ee ey eee f in the shape of a soft rounded elevation near the anus 


man é ypeless cases perseverance will be re- | shape of f rounde 0 ne anus 
vet gt ag The woah should be thoroughly which, if this is devoid of ro hen of a ~~ 
well cleansed and supported in a clean sheet, and if | livid colour and may be | a hanger erable _, id 
necessary may be lightly scarified and bathed in hot | contains a dark blood clot. ae rT Page - _ 
water to get rid of congested blood, but this must not be | excresence | of the skin which is 8; woes ge 
hypertrophied projecting from the anus. sually it is 








$ ace of the relaxation of the part ‘ : : ‘the c There 
joe ean e po part is much ulcerated it | the sequel of the first after absorption of the clot. rhe re 
Should be painted with a weak solution of sulphate of | may be only one fold of skin at one side of oe ee 
copper or nitrate of silver 20 grains to 1 oz., and in all ! it may be a double one each side, or there may be several 
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lobes. Usually these are seen at the lower border of 
the anus, not at the upper. They are also the result of 
chronic diarrhoea, dysentery, or ulceration of the rectum. 
Internal piles may be single or multiple, and do not | 
attract notice till they protrude through the anus in the | 
shape of large smooth livid tumours that readily bleed | 
when touched. 

Hemorrhoids are in England as far as Iam aware 
confined to the dog, the patient being fat, pampered 
animals that do not get sufficient exercise, and that are 
old. In India and the East it is the custom of native 
princes to keep a number of horses for purposes of 
display and state. There are always entires and are 
fed up toa state of obesity and get little or no exercise. 
It is also the custom of amongst Hindeos with whom 
the cow is a sacred animal, to turn a bull loose on 
occasion as an offering to the gods. These animals 
wander loose about the bazaars and are fed by the 
people, and help themselves and get very fat and un- 
wieldly, and in both of these cases I have frequently 
seen hemorrhoids, but usually the external ones only ; 
internal in the horse and ox as far as my experience goes 
are not common. 

Symptoms. External pile#do not appear in our 
patient to cause very much discomfort, at all events, in 
the initial stages, and the tirst symptoms noticed in this 
variety is the distortion of the rectum, with, perhaps, 
the passage of a certain amount of discharge, either 
during or after defecation, and this is particularly 
noticeable if the patient is custive and the motions hard. 
External piles rarely bleed, but as regards internal it is 
usually the first thing that attracts notice. These also- 
seem to cause no pain unless they become so large that 
they escape through the anus and become strangulated 
by the contractions of the sphincter muscle. This will 
only take place if they have grown to a certain size and 
if they are pedunculated. If they are not very large, 
although they may be partly protruded during 
defcecation, they will retract when the act is accom- 
plished. Hemorrhage from internal piles is irregular 
and varies in quantity, from a mere colouration of the 
faeces to a large amount. It may also be venous or 
arterial and in this latter case is sometimes severe. I 
once had a case of this in a dog about which the owner 
was much alarmed as it had been going on for some 
hours. On dilating the anus and bringing the pile into 
view, a minute artery was seen to have been ulcerated 
through and spirting out a thin jet of blood ; this was 
stopped at once by a ligature. 

Treatment. The patient, which is always too gross, 
must be brought into a proper habit of body by spare 
diet and exercise, and the bowels kept relaxed. An 
astringent application should be applied, such as 
tannine ointment, or tincture of iodine painted 
on. A solution of hazeline, the extract of the bark 
of the American Witch hazel is also a useful appli- 
cation, particularly if there is bleeding, also the 
tincture of perchloride of iron. Medicinal treatment 
in my hands has, however, proved to be at the best, 
but a palliative, and I have found that sooner or later to 
do any good an operation has been necessary. In the 
case of external piles, if there is a blood clot in an en- 
larged one it can be incised, the clot removed, and the 
part will heal of itself ; it is not necessary to remove any 
skin, as in cicatrization, it will contract. The cutaneous 
forms can be simply snipped off with a pair of curved 
scissors, there is usually very little bleeding and what 
there is can be easily controlled by a styptic. Internal 

iles are somewhat more difficult to operate on, especially 
in small animals where there is not much space in the 
rectum. The bowels should be emptied, and it is a good 
plan to give a warm enema which should be retained 
some time as it will relax the parts and render manipu- 
lation easier. Small animals should be secured, but it is 





not necessary to cast the larger ones, they can be operated 
on standing secured in the usual manner. The anus must 
be dilated with a suitable speculum, and it is best to do 
this slowly and gradually so that the sphincter is relaxed, 
and straining avoided. The tumour should then be 
seized with a sharp fcur toothed forceps, and drawn out 
the forceps being then entrusted to an assistant. There 
are several methods of operating, viz., by ligature, cautery, 
actual and potential, and crushing, but if the pile is 
pedunculated I prefer the former. It consists of simply 
passing a ligature of strong waxed thread round it and 
allowing it to slough off, which it will do in 4 or 5 days. 
The only precautions necessary are to take care the ends 
of the thread are left long enough to recover the pile if 
necessary, and not to tie them too close to the base, but 
leave a portion of the pedicle between it and the mucous 
membrane to allow for shrinkage when it cicatrizes. If 
the tumour has a broad base a needle with a double 
thread should be passed through it at the centre, the 
threads cut and the ends of each one tied so or to tie 
each half of the growth. In the operation by cautery 
the tumour is seized in a pair of clamps, and the growth 
divided with a Paquelin’s cautery, the clamps being 
gradually loosened to ascertain if there is bleeding when, 
if it is so, they must be tightened and the cautery re- 


applied. The potential cautery consists in simply apply-. 


ing nitric acid to the part after the application of the 
clamp, but I cannot speak in favourable tefms of this 
plan. The crushing plan consists of the application of a 
very powerful screw clamp by which the growth is 
crushed when it is removed by the scissors; the advan- 
tage claimed for this method is that there is no loss of 
blood. A method is practised on the Continent in the 
case of a single pile of injectiag one or two drops of 
pure carbolic acid into the substance, it causes coagula- 
tion of the blood and subsequent shrivelling up of the 
growth which drops off as a hard, leathery mass. I have 
used this on one or two occasions and it seems to answer 
well, but of course it requires further trial before it can 
be advocated with certainty. I took the precaution of 
first producing local anzesthesia with cocaine. 

This, gentlemen, is all 1 have to say, but neverthe- 
less the subject is by no means exhausted. I have not 
touched on tumours, malignant and non-malignant, the 
skin affections such as pruritis and eczema of the parts, 
and that large class of injuries that involve with the 
rectum, the bladder, vagina, and urethra in the male; 
also injuries received in parturition such as rupture of 
the perineum, the time at my disposal was too short. 
May I venture to hope to have the pleasure at some 
future time of listening to a paper on these subjects from 
some other member of the Society. I must thank you 
for the courteous way you have listened to me, fur no 
one is more aware of the imperfections of this paper 
than I am, but as I informed you at the beginning it is a 
mere stopgap hurriedly put together. In the discussion 
which I hope will follow I would ask you to deal 
leniently with'me, and not so much to criticise and pull 
to pieces the flimsy edifice I have created as to buttress 
it up and supply my omissions. 








Cattie Poisoned by Laburnum. 





Mr. Alex. Kissack, farmer, Greencraig, near Buckie, 
has sustained a serious loss through cattle-poisoning. In 
one of the fields a number of laburnum trees in the 
plantation of Sir Robt. Gordon overhang within reach of 
cattle. Symptoms of poisoning manifesting themselves 
in the herd, the affected animals were removed im- 
mediately, but three of the best milch cows died from 
eating laburnum, thereby entailing a loss to Mr. Kissack 
of at least £50. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 





The 56th annual general meeting of members was held 


at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Wednes- | 


day morning, June 7th. Mr. A. W. Mason, presi- 
dent, occupying the chair. The following members 


were present : General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Col. | 


Lambert, Vet.-Major Phillips, Profs. Macqueen, Penber- 
thy and Shave, Messrs. Barrett, Cope, Elphick, Hartley, 
Lawson, Trigger, Wartnaby, Wragg, Hunting, Ruther- 
ford, Rowe, H. J. Dawes, Blakeway, Burrell, Wooff, 
Jacobs, Anderson, Shipley, Wilson, McCormack, Hopkin, 
Lomas, Woods, Smith, Roberts, Banham, Moore, Wood- 
ger, Dawson, Arkcoll, Scott, Geo. Thatcher (solicitor) and 
A. W. Hill (secretary). 

The notice convening the meeting having been read 
by the Secretary, on the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded 
by Mr. Trigger, the minutes of the last annual general 
meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 


THE ELECTION OF CoUNCIL. 


~ The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, we now come to the 
election of the Members of Council As you know, this 
is somewhat of an extraordinary year as there has been 
no election. There are eight nominations, and there are 
eight vacancies. Therefore the eight nominated gen- 
tlemen are the elected members. The names are :—- 
Messrs. W. F. Barrett, W. T. J. Bower, J. R. U. Dewar, 
©. Hartley, A. Lawson,8. Locke, James McCall, and W. 
Pritchard. 


ANNUAL REpoRT AND BALANCE SHEET. 


The PREsIDENT : I now beg to move “ That the fifty- 
sixth annual report of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons be adopted.” 

Mr. F. W. Wraae : I beg to second that. 

The CHarRMAN: The annual report is now open for 
discussion. 

Colonel LAMBERT: As you all know, we usually have 
an election for members of Council about this time, and 
this year there were eight vacancies and only eight can- 
didates. Although that is quite legal, it is a very curious 
election. I think there might be some means of letting 


warned by the action of the Council not to associate with 
| this disgraced member, are to conduct themselves in case 
| they should meet him. In view of the possible occur- 
| rence of similar cases, it seems to me that it would be 
_worthy of consideration whether some better method 
might not be adopted for warning the profession against 
the recent member who has been struck off. But there 
is a further question I should like to ask, also arising 
| from this Registration Committee’s report. What is the 
kind of conduct, or what is the measure that is necessary 
to remove the name of a member from the Register ? 
Apparently advertising is serious enough, but one 
would have thought that bribery was more serious. | 
should like to know if the Council have decided yet upon 
the exact condition which renders a member unfitted to 
remain on the Register. 

Major PHILiips: It does not appear to me at all 
advisable that a man’s faults should be blazed out into 
the world. I think that we ought to have contidence in 
the Council, and let the matter rest with the Council. 
There is not one of us here, I take it, who would like all 
their inner life to be blazed abroad to the world. (Hear 
hear.) I think for a man to have his name remove 
from the Register is sufficient punishment for any trans- 
gression. I think it would be better to let the matter 
rest. 

Mr. Woorr : | think the last speaker is taking a very 
lenient view. Ifa man thinks so little of his honour as 
to give away his profession by fraud, and to drag his 
profession through the dirt and be convicted, as a mem- 
ber of our profession should he be in any way consid- 
ered! I say “no.” If you are lenient to offenders the 
will go on doing what they are doing now. They will 
| say: “It does not matter what we do, nobody ever 
| knows ; and, at the worst we can only be struck off the 
| Register. What do we care. We have enough to live 
| on, and there are other means of getting a living.” 
| There is one thing that I should like to say in reference 
| to the election of Council. I believe the profession are 
| bound to elect every member proposed as there were 
| only eight nominated. One of them, Mr. Barrett, isa 
| barrister, of whom we are very proud, but he is debarred 
| from practising in the veterinary profession by the law: 
| of the legal society. The question is whether we want 
| practitioners on our Council or whether we want our 
| Council to be a haven for retired men. We want prac- 
| titioners on the Council, men who work every day 





the profession know that the number of candidates for | amongst other practitioners, and they are the men to 


the vacancies is thesame. There might have been fewer 
candidates, and then I do not know what would have 
become of the election. Should not the Secretary be 
empowered at a certain time before the election to send 
a list of the candidates before the voting begins? I 
know that there is a note at the bottom of the notice 
saying that there will be no voting, but I think that was 
quite ananomaly. I should be glad if someone would 
make a suggestion about it, because it appears to be a 
very strange thing to elect a number of gentlemen to a 
very important office in the profession without any 
contest or any voting. They are supposed to be elected 
by_votes. 
Prof. MacquEEN : I should like to ask a question aris- 
ing out of the annual report, that part of it belonging to 
the report of the Registration Committee. It appears 
that the Council found it necessary to remove from the 
Register the name of a member of the College, and the 


-question I desire to ask is this, how are the members of 


the profession to safeguard themselves against communi- 


cations with this disgraced member if his name does not 


appear? It may be, of course, that his name is well- 
known to members of Council, but my point is that it 
is not well-known to the members of the profession, and 
although his name may no longer appear on the Regis- 
ter of members it is difficult for me to understand how 


| form bye-law. If we want to put down advertising we 
| want an example from the Council. We do not want 
men on the Council who advertise. Here is an adver- 
tisement of anembrocation 1s. And included in this list 
are soaps, hair brushes, emery-paper, knives, and boot 
polishes. When members of the profession pick up this 
grocer’s catalogue and see a member of the Council 
advertising his wares in this manner, they say, “ Why 
should we not do the same! What is good for the 
goose is good for the gander.” (Cries of “ name.”) 

[The speaker then handed the list to the President). 

The Presment : If that is the only proof you have | 
object to your coupling Mr. Barrett’s name with it, 
especially as he is not present. ; 

Major Paiiuips: May | ask a question! In a case of 
advertising by a member of Council, is his case dealt 
with in the same way as that of an ordinary member of 
the profession ? 

The Presipent: Yes. Particulars simply have to be 
forwarded to the Registration Committee. 

Mr. ANDERSON: Referring to the member who has 
been struck off the Register, I agree with Professor Mac- 
queen that his name should be published in all the veteri- 
nary journals in order to let the different members of the 
College, centred all over the country, know who he is. 
I also go further than that. I would follow the lead of 





ithe other members of the profession, who are apparently 


the medical profession and the legal profession, as we are 
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trying to do, and I would say that his name should be 
vertised in the public papers as being struck off the 
Register. We follow those bodies religiously—or try to 
do so—as regards advertising, and why not inthis? Why 
should this man’s name only be known to the Council ? 
We are kept entirely in the dark as to the doings of the 
Council. e get ashort Report like this, which would 
take about half-an-hour to write. We have no chance of 
speaking at any other time during the year, so I think, 
Mr. President, we are entitled to some consideration as 
practitioners. Another thing I should like to know is, 
whether this alteration of bye-law 113 is Jegal or not. I 
am told it is not. [ have consulted a legal gentleman 
about it and he says it is not legal, and that it will not 
hold water at all. Supposing the Council were to have a 
man up before them for advertising, or some editor 
writing something about him in the papers, and this man 
says, “I do not withdraw anything ; I shall not stop any- 
thing : you can do what you like.” Supposing the Coun- 
cil struck him off the Register, I think that member of 
the profession has a splendid claim against the R.C.V.S. 
which might land them in very heavy expenses ; be- 
cause I am told that the bye-law is not legal. These bye- 
laws are altered at your will. #They never come before 
any legal tribunal. We go by the Act of Parliament not 
by the alteration of bye-laws. I think that is a most 
dangerous habit for the Registration Committee to get 
into, to recommend the Council to alter the bye-law so 
as to make the bye-laws legal, and that any members of 
the Council can be struck off. I must say I do not con- 
ratulate the profession on this Annual Report. There 
is another thing I should like to know. I see the legal 
expenses are £162. I notice that you had one conviction 
with costs against an unqualified man for practising. I 
hope that convicticn did not cost that amount of money, 
£162. I should like to know how these legal expenses 
are made up, whether they are for writing letters to mem- 
bers of the College requesting them to desist from doing 
certain things, from putting simple advertisements in 
local papers, and sending out a card with the name and 
M.R.C.V.S, and the address. Is that lowering the pro- 
fession? I should say certainly not, and I fail to see how 
any number of people in a profession like ours can prove 
how it does lower the status of the profession. We want 
to raise the status of the profession, but not at the ex- 
oes of our pockets. Our incomes are being decreased 
y allowing quackery to goon. It is very rampant at 
present, and there is no one to stop it. We do not want 
to turn informers, but why not have a protection society 
and appoint an ofticer to obtain cases, as in the Leeds 
case? They got that conviction quite easily. Why not 
continue, and stop farriers from blistering horses, chemists 
from selling medicines, and giving advice as to the disease 
of horses, and charging 6s. a dozen for drinks? How 
are we to live if chemists are allowed to go on like that ? 
I think the Council would do a great deal more good by 
trying to put down quackery instead of molesting the 
members of the College. 

Mr. Woorr : Is the Register open for the general in- 
spection of the members? If so, it would be easy for any 
member of the profession, if he so desires, to see the 
name that has been removed. I should like to know if 
every member can inspect that Register when he likes, at 
any proper time ? 

Mr. W. Huntinc: There are just two or three points 
that I should like to refer to in this report. On page 2 
a bye-law is quoted. It seems to me that the punctua- 
tion of that bye-law is wrong, and that the error of punc- 
tuation has led to a great deal of misunderstanding 
about it. To my mind, the sentence which governs the 
whole of that bye-law is to be found in the fifth line, 
“relating to their professional attainments, or abilities, 
or charges, or in respect of medicines or appliances pre- 
pared or sold by them.” That seems to me to qualify 
the whole bye-law. I believe also if that qualification 
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were strictly stuck to any advertisement not embraced 
in those words would be perfectly harmless and might 
be let alone. For instance, I see no harm in a veterinary 
surgeon advertising that he was married yesterday, or 
some time after that event advertising that there had 
been an increase in the family. I see no harm in a young 
man starting a practice and putting a note in his local 

aper with his name and address “ veterinary surgeon.” 

ut I see a great deal of harm if he breaks any of the 
regulations of this clause which are fairly described as 
“relating to their professional attainments, or abilities, 
or charges, or in respect of medicines or appliances pre- 

ared or sold by them.” If that sentence were put in 
Coie or if it were lifted and put after the words, 
“ vetérinary surgeons,” on the top line, it would make 
the whole thing sensible and clear and would save a lot 
of men a great deal of anxiety in starting their practice. 
Then I come to the next paragraph, on the professional 
examinations. I see there that in the three years course 
there were at the date of the preparation of this report, 
63 rejected men. I believe a resolution was passed by 
the Council in reference to these men sometime ago, but 
I do not think that resolution has ever had the force of 
a bye-law, and I do not think the Council can prevent 
these men from continuing to be examined. But I 
would suggest that the Council might give fair notice and 
include that notice in a bye-law fixing a timeafter which 
the three years’ course men might find some other pro- 
fession more suitable to their intelligence. On page 4 
there is a reference to the Parliamentary Committee. 
The Parliamentary Committee of the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. has generally been an august body which did 
nothing. All the men of the highest social rank on the 
Council struggled their very hardest to get on the Par- 
liamentary Committee. If there was half a chance of 
meeting a Duke, the Parliamentary Committee turned 
up in force. The work of the Parliamentary Committee 
has apparently been very easy, unless they have some- 
thing up their sleeve, unless they have some sort of 
appendix to the report to come out later. They tell us 
what we know perfectly well before, that there was a 
Bill in the House of Lords referring to medical men, and 
which has not included veterinary surgeons. It is a 
matter of most perfect indifference. You can get a trad- 
ing company to injure a pharmaceutical chemist who has 
passed a good examination, and a trading company can 
start putting up prescriptions and sell medicines, and 
they cannot be stopped. The pharmaceutical chemist is: 
not protected by this Bill. The veterinary surgeon 
need not trouble himself at all about company trading,. 
for as far as I can see you could not own such a company 
without a veterinary surgeon, and we should very soon 
stop the gentleman who assisted for “covering.” But 
what I cannot understand is that no reference is made 
to some other Bills of the greatest interest and impor- 
tance. We were told there were about 80 private Bills 
referring to public health, tuberculosis, meat and dairy 
inspection. Surely some reference to them would have 
been right and proper, or is it a fact that the Council 
has ignored these Bills and done nothing in the matter?! 
We have heard a good deal about the Leeds Bill, but 
there is no reference to it in the report. I am perfectly 
certain that the profession would have been only too 
pleased to hear that the opinion of the Council had been 
so great that the Government had to put to right some 
of the anomalies proposed to be put in this Bill. But 
there is no reference in it. The Parliamentary Com- 
mittee are probably much too big people to pay atten- 
tion to any such little matters in the report. 

Col. Lampert: Am [I in order in asking that the 
Solicitor shonld be allowed to give us his opinion on this 
criticism of Mr. Hunting, whether his remarks are cor- 
rect, and that bye-law 113 is futile. Would Mr. Hunt- 
ing please state whether he says that this bye-law 1s 
necessary or is not, and whether it is valid. 
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‘Then as to distributing books. I do not know what 


‘this Bye-law. I have heard it said that a Member of our | cattle drinks, ete. 
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Mr. Huntine : I believe the bye-law is very necessary. | be done like everything else. j 
vgs ’ ssary. | be. \ se, IN a proper Way. <Adver- 
At present it is confused and not clear, but if you shift | tising may be done if it ~ done weir 4 But it oy 
the paragraph relating to their professional attainments, | underhanded practices which veterinary surgeons are 
or abilities, or charges, or in respect of medicines or} capable of One to another which should not be allowed 
appliances prepared or sold by them, 80 that it reads in | under any conditions, and yet there is no law or bye-law 
after the words “veterinary surgeon,” “that advertising | of any kind to stop these practices taking place. If you 
by veterinary surgeons relating to their professional | c: é estlees talting ; 
y ’ geons | g professional | can make a law to stop these practices taking place, I 
attainments, or abilities,” and so on, so that the adver- | think Bye-law 113 might very well be ex yunged. ' 
tisement is qualified—the kind of advertisement is then, Gen. Sir Frepk FirzWyeram: With regard to the 


clearly shown to which the Council objects. _ _ | Parliamentary Committee, as far as my _recoilection 
Col. Lampert: May I ask the solicitor to kindly give | goes there was only one question of any importance to 
us his opinion on the point. | the veterinary profession, either in the present session or 


The PresipEnt : I think it is quite unnecessary toask|in the late session. ‘That question was something 
the solicitor to give his opinion on this point, especially | connected with the appointment of inspectors for meat 
at a meeting like this. We are here to discuss the report | and milk, and that sort of thing which the doctors had 
and I do not think this is a proper place to ask a solici- | tried to keep to themselves, and in which we thought it 
tor to give his rendering of the bye-law, and it is also |was necessary that the veterinary surgeon should be 
quite unnecessary. _ placed in the same position and go with the doctor. | 

Mr. BanHaM: With regard to this Bye-law 113, 1 | really forget the particulars of the case, but I know 
think there are lots of other subjects which might far | there was a great deal of interest felt in it. A goud 
better be included in it than simply public advertising. | many enquiries and questions were put to the Com- 
I think public advertising in our profession is perhaps | mittee, and various things privately, and the result was 
the most gentlemanly, the most honourable, and the | that it was settled ina way perfectly satisfactory to the 
best way of bringing oneself before the public, because | veterinary profession. 
you may be quite sure that a man will not do anything! Mr. Trigcer: Asa member of the Registration Com- 
very dishonourable if he is going to put it in the public | mittee, I should like to say that I fully agree with the 
preee. But there are lots of other things which might | remarks made to-day that when a decision has been given 
be attended to, and surely this public advertising might | by the Council that a member’s name should be struck 
well be left alone. I could tell you a lot of methods by | off, undoubtedly the name of the member should go forth 
which people bring themselves before the public, and do | to the profession. So long as the case is su) judice and 
most disgraceful acts as members of our profession. For | isunder consideration the names should be protected 
instance, many of our Members find out the charges of | with the greatest care in the event of the possibility of 
their opponents and then go and offer to do their work | the case falling through. I think you will notice when- 
for a smaller fee. Then there is the passing of unsound | ever an application is made to strike a solicitor off the 
horses for fees, and taking bribes for doing wrong acts of | rolls his name is never mentioned until the judge decides 
any kind. With regard to the person who has been | that the solicitor shall be struck off the rolls, and then it 
struck off the register, I think, in the interests of the | is said that the name of Mr. So-and-So shall be removed. 
profession, that something should be done with this | I think a great part of the punishment is the publicity 
gentleman if he his guilty of the offence that it is said | that is given. You may strike a man off the rolls and he 
he is guilty of. I know that it was put in the paper | may still continue to practice so long as he does not call 
lately that he did not take this bribe. If he did not | himself a veterinary surgeon. As amember of the Regis- 
take it, it is a funny thing that anything was ever said | tration Committee, any influence I have in that respect 
about it. Then there is getting men. away from other | will be used, so that the name of the delinquent should 
practitioners by offering them more money, such as | be published. With regard to what Colonel Lambert 
grooms. An old practitioner has a groom for a long | has said as to the election of members to the Council, | 
while and sends him to give drinks and balls and | d» not think | agree with him. Are we to stir up an 
medicine, and it is very advantageous for a new | election because there happens to be an equal number of 
practitioner in the neighbourhood to get hold of these | nominations as vacancies, because there happens to _ be 
men, and they offer them more money. That is an act | the same number of nominations as vacancies t J think 
which I do not think is professional. Then there is | it shows that practically the profession are prepared to 
getting friends to ask for work from other people’s | wait awhile, as there is no great and important question 
clients. They get friendly with clients, and then ask | before them. Every one can know the date upon which 
them to get the work transferred to their own friend. | the nominations close. In that respect we are exactly in 
‘These are kinds of things that are far more dishonour- | the same position as a Parliamentary or mnnicpal elec- 
able, as between one member and another, than any | tion. If there is a sufticient number of nominees they 
public advertising can possibly be, and if there is any | naturally go in without contest, and in such cases 4 
particular advertisement which is objectionable, the | certain amount of expense 1s saved. With regard to 
Council could very well say whether it is objectionable | what has been said about chemists selling veterinary 

medicines, we are exactly in the same position as the 
medical profession-—we are neither better nor worse. 


which, to my mind, are perfectly honourable. If a man | medic . 
starting in a fresh place, there is no reason at all why he | Chemists prescribe for people who come in and see them, 
should not put an advertisement in the paper and say and sell ointments ard so on. You will remember that 


that he is starting as a practitioner in the locality. | when we brought an action against a man for calling him- 
self a veterinary chemist we got the worst of it, Al- 


though we did not win the case I notice in my district 
that it has been a warning to chemists, for some of them 
who did call themselves “ veterinary chemists “ are now 
‘calling themselves “agricultural chemists.” That, I 
think, isa very much better designation. We have not 
the slightest power to prevent chemists from selling 
Mr. Hunting has referred to the 
Parliamentary Committee. The Parliamentary Com- 
mittee always was a red rag to Mr. Hunting ; but I do 
not know why. The Parliamentary Committee became 


books one can distribute, but certainly if one writes to a 
paper our Council is not going to say that it comes 
under Bye-law 113, because I am afraid every agricul- 
tural paper that is in existence to-day has its own 
veterinary writers. Then no mention is made as to 
lecturing to County Councils being an infringement of 


College cannot, or ought not to, lecture before | the | 
public or County Councils. I maintain that if this 1s | 


-done in a proper way nothing is more beneficial to the | : , ' * : 
Pr = cath ot yr the evs eee F profession, only it should | obsolete when Mr. Hunting was on the Council. Accord 








ee one ee Se 





752 THE VETERINARY RECORD 





June 17, 1&¢9Q 





ing to my recollection he attacked it so vigorously that 
it was dropped altogether. But we have found it neces- 
sary to have a Parliamentary Committee. It is a very 
useful body, because it keeps watch over your interests. 
The question of tampering with servants, referred to by 
Mr. Banham, is entirely outside the province of the 
Registration Committee. You could not expect any 
council or corporate body to pry into cases. Any cases 
of unprofessional conduct brought before the Registra- 
tion Committee will be immediately dealt with. 

Mr. Barrett: [ understand that in my absence my 
name has been referred to in respect to a list of patent 
médicines which appeared in Messrs. Kibble & Co’s 
Stores list. May I take this early opportunity of saying 
that I know nothing whatever about it. The term 
“ Barrett ” here does not certainly refer to me, and so far 
as [ know I have never used the term “mandrake” in 
my life. I think it would have been only fair if Mr. 
Wootf had first of all dropped me a note. I entirely 
repudiate the advertisement ; I know nothing about it 
and Kibble’s have not under my instructions or under 
the instructions of my partner inserted any advertise- 
ment in this periodical. I may say that some 15 or 16 
years ago when I first left Cgllege there was a list of 
preparations put in this book, but within three months I 
took the opportunity of withdrawing it. As tar as I 
know nothing has appeared in this book for 15 years, 
probably since 1883 or 1884. 

Mr. Weeer: I only obtained this list from Messrs. 
Kibbles & Sons Stores this morning, and I have not had 
time to look at it much. I think Mr. Barrett does not 
deny his responsibility for a full page list some years ago 
and I had a suspicion that this advertisement was a 
remnant of that which appeared 10 or 12 years ago. 

‘ eo PRESIDENT: [ am sure you will accept Mr. Barrett’s 
enial. 

Mr. Woorr: If Mr. Barrett says that it is not so, I 
withdraw what I have said. 

Mr. Barretr: And apologise ? 

Mr. Woorr: [ shall not apologise if I am not wrong. 
| want to be convinced. 

The Prestpent: Of course I cannot make you 
apologise. 

Mr. Barrett: I have told you that I know nothing 
whatever about it, and I think, as a member of the pro- 
fession, you ought to apologise frankly for having cou- 
= my name with an obnoxious advertisement of which 

know nothing whatever. 

Mr. Woorr : I apologise to Mr. Barrett and accept his 
statement. 

The PrEstpENT: As far as it is possible I will reply 
to some of the remarks made by the speakers. With 
regard to Col. Lambert’s remarks as to the nominations. 
[ think we are all perfectly satisfied upon that point. It 
has been fully cleared up by other gentlemen who have 
spoken. If there is only one nomination for a post there 
cannot be any election. If there are only eight vacancies 
and eight nominations it stands to reason that the eight 
names should be the nominations at this particular 
election. Answering Professor Macqueen, Mr. Wooff, 
and another gentlemen relative to the names of the 
delinquents who appear before the Registration Com- 
mittee, there is a bye-law, No. 115, which will now cover 
the ground. Therefore in future the name of the gen- 
tleman who is struck off will appear. You will see that 
there isa bye-law which points to this particular offence. 
Veterinary chemists have been spoken of. The Regis- 
tration Committee have been anxious to deal with this 
particular question, and I quite feel for the gentleman 
who has to compete with chemists who sell drinks at six 
shillings a dozen ; but at the present moment the Regis- 
tration Committee say they have no power to stop it. 
We hope in the future that we may eventually obtain 
the power, because we see the seriousness of it to veter- 
inary surgeons in agricultural districts. With reference 
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to bye-law 113, the suggestions Mr. Hunting has thrown 
out relative to that are very good. There is no doubt 
that at some future time the Registration Committee 
will bear that in mind and not have such a long bye-law. 
Mr. Hunting is a man who always comes to the point 
very quickly, and certainly the wording of the bye-law 
which he has suggested is very much to the point. Mr. 
Hunting also spoke about the Parliamentary Committee. 
He particularly drew your attention to the Companies: 
Medical Professional Bill. Here, of course, we were not 
able to give you a decisive opinion of what the Lord 
Chancellor would do, but our solicitor drew his atten- 
tion to the fact that we were endeavouring that veter- 
inary surgeons should be inserted in the same Clause as 
everybody else, and that the omission of the veterinary 
surgeons in this Act would invite attack. The Lord 
Chancellor agreed that if his views were adverse to ours 
he would give us an opportunity of being heard Mr. 
Thatcher informs me that the Bill is going into Com- 
mittee and the words “veterinary surgeon” will be 
placed in the Bill, so that I think we may be satistied 
on the point. Mr. Hunting somewhat twits the Par- 
liamentary Committee that we have not taken some 
cognisance of the different Medical Bills that are passing 
through the country at the present time. Well, I must 
admit that the Council have not taken much interest. 
The interest has purely been taken by the centres where 
attack has been necessary. He mentioned the Leeds 
Bill, and I may point out that I personally took a very 
great partin getting these Clauses inserted appertaining 
to the veterinary profession, that we should be the 
sole inspectors and operators in using the tuberculin 
test. We were very successful in Leeds in obtaining 
everything up toa certain point that we veterinary sur- 
geons could desire. I must admit that the Council it- 
self, as a body, have not had much todo with these 
private Bills. I do not know why. I think I should 
know, but we have not been communicated with. I do 
not remember receiving any letters asking for the 
Council’s help and support. I quite sympathise 
with what Mz. Banham has said with regard to the dis- 
graceful acts oi bribing grooms and tipping coachmen 
and such things. I think that that must be left to the 
gentlemanly conduct of the profession at large. I do 
not see how we are to legislate for such conduct. These 
disgraceful acts are general very hard to prove. With 
regard to the legal expenses in the balance sheet, I am 
not a very good hand at anything to do with money 
matters, and considering that our Treasurer has been 
with us for so many years he is better able to answer this 
question than [ am. [call on Mr. Wragg to giv2 you 
some information on the legal expenses, if you wish it. 

Mr. Wraae: May I ask the speaker what he wants to 
know about the lawyer’s charges ? 

Mr. ANDERSON : I want to know whether this £162 was 
for prosecuting one unqualified man. 

Mr. Wrace : No, sir, certainly not. It is the whole 
of the solicitor’s charges for the year. Perhaps you will 
be delighted to hear, as I am delighted to tell you, that 
the charges this year are £162 against £220 last year, so 
that we have decreased about £60. I am hoping that 
we shall decrease every year £60, and then perhaps we 
shall be able to present a balance sheet without law 
charges at all. If you require to know the items that 
make up that £162, if the President and Council give me 
permission I shall be very pleased to show you the 
accounts of the lawyer, the bills that have been paid. | 
should like you to tell meif you require that because it 
would be necessary for me to ask the permission of the 
Council at the next meeting. : 

Mr. ANDERSON : I simply wanted to know if the one 
case cost £162. 

Mr. Wraae : No. 
Mr. ANpErRsoN : I should like to see the figures. 
Mr. Wraae : I will make an application to the Coun- 
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cil at the next meeting, because no one is allowed to see 
any of the papers belonging to this College unless the 
Council and President give permission. I have no doubt 
the permission will be granted. 

i Sassncen : I think that this gentleman on re- 
consideration of the question will see the advisability 
and good sense of dropping the question altogether. He 
ought to know that our solicitor cannot be here at every 
Council meeting, and advise in connection with the 
business of this great Council without our incurring a 
great deal of expense. If he raises this question and 


wants the books opened, it establishes a dangerous pre- | 


cedent. I think it is a very improper question to ask. 

Col. LAMBERT: I beg to move “That the annual 
report: be now received and adopted.” 

Major PpHILutps : I beg to second that. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. 
WILSON, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Mason for presiding. 

- The Presmpent: | beg to thank you very much for 
the manner in which you have passed this vote of 
thanks. I certainly cannot sit down without thanking 
my brother Councillors for the assistance that they have 
given me during the last year, and also the staff gener- 
ally, not forgetting Mr. Rutherford from Scotland. Mr. 
Rutherford 1s intimately in touch with us, and I can 
assure you, from what I have,seen done in Scotland, 
that his name should not be left out, although it does 
not appear as one of the officers of the Council. 
I thank you very much for your attendance here 
to-day. 








ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 





The 275th ordinary meeting of the Association (iast of 
session 98-99) was held in the College on Friday, 9th 
June, 1899, at 6.30 p.m. In addition to Mr. J. B. 
Walker, M.R.C.V.S., (hon. sec.) who occupied the chair, 
there were present nine members. 

A morbid specimen of a tumour-like enlargement of 
the liver of a dog was exhibited, by the courtesy of Mr. 
H. Jarvis, M.R.C.V.S., St. Leonards-on-Sea, who kindly 
sent it for inspection. 

The discussion of Mr. McIlvenna’s essay on “ Distem- 
engl was Opened by Mr. Cousins, who in the course of 
his remarks gave some practical hints as to the treat- 
ment of this disease, and cited examples which had come 
under his personal observation to bear out his statements. 
The discussion was continued by Messrs. Walker, Gar- 
side and Robb. Mr. Mcellvenna then defended his 
essay. 

A vote of thanks was, on the motion of Mr. Mcllvenna, 
seconded by Mr. Garside, accorded to the assistant secre- 
tary for his services to the Association during the 
session. 

Mr. Tate having acknowledged this graceful compli- 
ment, the meeting was brought toa close by votes of 
thanks to the essayist and chairman. 

J. M. TATE, Assest. See. 








_ SouTHERN Counties V.M.A —A CorRECTION. 

ir, 

_ In your last issue in the account of the meeting of the 
Southern Counties Veterinary Association, I am reported 
as saying that I never saw “pleurisy with pneumonia, 
this should read, “ without pneumonia.”—Yours faith- 


fully, 
H. HALL. 





| — 
| THE SANITARY CONGRESS AT 
SOUTHAMPTON, 


The preliminary Programme of the Eighteenth 
| Congress to be held in Southampton from August 
| 29th to September 2nd has now been issned. The 
| President of the Congress is Sir W. H. Preece, K.C.B., 
| F.LR.S., Pres. Inst. CLE. 

Mr. Maleolm Morris, F.R.C.S., Edin., M.R.CS. Eng. 
will deliver the lecture to the Congress, and Bailie J. 
Dick, J.P., chairman of the Health Committee, Glasgow, 
will deliver the popular lecture. 

Excursions to places of interest in connection with 
sanitation will be arranged for those attending the Con- 
gress. A conversazione will be given by the Mayor 
(Councillor G. A. E. Hussey.) ; 

It appears from the programme that over 300 
authorities, including several County Councils, have 
already appointed Delegates to the Congress, and, as 
there are also over 2,200 Members and Associates in the 
Institute, there will probably be a large attendance in 
addition to the local members of the Congress. 

The Congress will include three general addresses and 
| lectures. Three sections meeting for two days each, 
| dealing with (1) Sanitary Science and Preventive 

Medicine, presided over by Sir Joseph Ewart, M.D., 
| F.R.C.P., J.P.; (2) Engineering and Architecture, 
| presided over by James Lemon, M. Inst. C.E., F.R.1.B.A. 
| (3) Physics, Chemistry, and Biology, presided over by 
| Prof. Perey F. Frankland, Pa.D., B.Sc., F.R.S. 
| Special Conferences. Municipal Representatives, pre- 
sided over by Ald. T. Walton, J.P., chairman of the Health 
Committee, Southampton ; Port Sanitary Authorities, 
Millar Wilkinson, chairman Port of London S.A. ; 
Medical Officers of Health, presided over by T. Orme 
Dudfield, M.D., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. ; Medical Officers of 
Schools, C. G. Shelly, M.A., M.D.; Engineers and 
Surveyors to County and other Sanitary Authorities, 
presided over by E. Purnell Hooley, Assoc. M. Inst. 
C.E. ; Veterinary Inspectors, W. Hunting, F.R.C.V.S. 








A “CRUELTY” CASE DISMISSED. 

At Stowmarket Petty Sessions, on June 5th, before 
Chas. Marriott, Esq., (chairman), Wm. Wade, G. J. Gost- 
ling, and H. R. Story, Esq., Frederick Smith, horse 
dealer, was charged by Henry Stanbridge, Inspector to 
the R.S.P.C.A., Ipswich, with cruelty to a horse, by 
working it in an unfit state, at Stowmarket, on 11th May. 

Police-constable Fulcher, who saw the defendant drive 
into the market at Stowmarket, deposed to examining 
the horse with Police-constable Salter, and finding 
several wounds on the shoulder, the size of a two-shilling- 
piece. There was also a large flesh wound under the 
throat. 

Mr. Herbert Godboid, veterinary sureon, and Inspec- 
tor Stannard, also saw the animal, and their testimony as 
to its condition was similar. Mr. Godbold said the horse 
was not in a fit state to be driven; there were old 
wounds, which had been blacked over. The animal’s 
shoulders were very tender. 

The defendant said the horse had been attended by a 
veterinary surgeon. and that the collar had been cut out 
so as to avoid the chafing. 

Mr. H. L. Roberts, M.R.C.V.S., Diss, called as a_wit- 
ness for the defence, said he had attended the animal, 
and he gave his opinion that it was fit to be driven, pro- 
vided the collar was hollowed out. He saw it on the 
12th, and then considered it fit to be driven. _ 

The Bench dismissed the case.—Hast Anglian Daily 





63 Above Bar, Southampton. 
June 12th. 


Times. 
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SURGICAL SHOCK. 


Up to the beginning of the present century the term 
“shock” had no place in surgical literature. The condi- 
tion was, of course, a recognised one, but little or no 
attempt was made to understand or explain its manifesta- 
tions. The word “shock,” however, is so strikingly 
appropriate that it has found a place in other languages 
than ours. 

The subject is one of the most interesting and one of 
the most important to the surgeon of to-day. The in- 
terest is testified to by the quite remarkable number of 
speculations by the leaders in their art which have been 
given to the world, and its importance is admitted by 
all. It is ‘safe to say, however, that neither the 
elucidation of the cause nor the treatment of the con- 
dition has materially advanced during the century that 
has elapsed since Hunter wrote. Shock is still the 
terror of the surgeon. It has, in all the major operations 
at least, to be reckoned with, and it is in many cases an 
unknown quantity and therefore the more to be feared. 

The two chief theories which have been, and still are, 
held as to the nature of shock” may be called the 
“vascular” and the “nervous.” Of the former view 
Fischer is the most acceptable exponent. Fischer’s 
view, then, is that there is an “intravascular hzmor- 
rhage,” a collection and stagnation of an excess of blood 
in the abdominal veins. This he considers a sufficient 

hysiological explanation of shock. Schneider expanded 

ischer’s theory, and held that the vasomotor paralysis 
involved the whole vascular system. The heart then 
fails in its attempt to force the very much smaller 
quantity of blood which it receives into a vascular 
system, the capacity of which is very largely increased. 

The arguments against the views of Fischer are, how- 
ever, neither few nor of small account. If this theor 
were correct the signs of hemorrhage and of shoc 
should be the same, but as every surgeon is aware they 
differ in certain essentials Groeningen in repeating the 
experiments of Goltz was unable to demonstrate an 


anvemia in the peripheral vessels, and in rabbits dying | 
from shock he found the abdominal vessels empty. If | 


Calabar bean be administered prior to the experiment 
the possibility of over-dilatation of the abdominal 
naa is removed, yet the symptoms of the shock are 
produced. On the other hand, the dilatation of these 
vessels alone produced experimentally does not cause 
shock, nor symptoms closely related thereto. 

The influence upon the heart alone has been held by 
some authors to be paramount. Savory, in the most 
eloquent contribution to this subject, says death from 
shock “is the result of a sudden and violent impression 
upon some portion of the nervous system, acting at once 
through a nerve centre upon the heart and destroying 
its action,” and again, “the heart is powerfully affected 
through the nervous system and its action is 
arrested.” 

The second theory may be called, for want of a better 
name, the “nervous.” It dates back to Sir Astley | 
Cooper, who attributed death from shock to either | 
direct or indirect action on the nervous system. 
Verneuil concludes that shock is “a series of pheno- 
mena more or less sudden following atraumatism of the | 
anatomical elements, tissues, or organs characterised by 
a temporary excitation or depression of the function of 
the parts injured, and provoking changes anatomically 
comparable to those one observes normally in the stages 
of activity and of repose.” Groeningen, who has elabora- 
ted this theory most exhaustively, believes that shock is 
due to a swift over-whelming of the whole spinal cord | 
by a sudden intense stimulation received from the peri- | 
tae The greatest disturbance created in a nerve cen- | 
tre by the receipt of an impulse from the periphery | 
occurs when that impulse is of maximum intensity and ' 








é 


of minimum duration, and the disturbance then created 
“ overflows” into neighbouring centres, and in a similar 
manner exhausts them. Warren quotes the observa- 
tions of Hodge upon the alterations in nerve cells, at 
rest and in fatigue, wherein it is demonstrated that 
metabolic changes similar to, and strictly comparable 
with, the changes observed in gland cells occur. It is 
' suggested that “in this profound functional disturbance 
similar changes may be found which may gradually dis- 
| appear after an interval of rest.” 
| The most recent, and perhaps the most elaborate and 
| exhaustive study of this subject has been published by 
Dr. George W. Crile, in an essay which was awarded the 
Cartwright Prize for 1897. A series of 148 experiments 
upon animals was made, and, briefly, the following con- 
clusions were attained. Surgical shock is mainly due to 
impairment or breakdown of the vasomotor mechanism. 
In the fatal cases of shock, and in the conditions of most 
profound shock there is either total paralysis of the vessel 
walls, or its equivalent. The heart is not exhausted, 
and it is proved, on sound experiment and apt and 
scholarly reasoning, not to be the principal factor in the 
production of shock. The influence of hemorrhage upon 
shock is very marked. So far as treatment is concerned, 
there is very little that is new to criticise, but it is in- 
teresting to receive assurance that the two most common 
remedies in use—strychnine and saline infusion—are the 
most satisfactory. Small doses of strychnine and small 
infusions of saline solution frequently repeated produced 
the most beneficial results and the most sustained effects. 
The blood in shock is insufficiently supplied with oxygen, 
and an increased supply of oxygen is urgently demanded. 
The observations made as to the relative tendency to the 
production of shock shown in various regions proved 
most interesting. In operations upon the extremities, 
if performed bloodlessly, and if the nerve trunks had been 
subjected to “a cocaine block,” no shock can be 
produced. The afferent impulses are unable to pass 
the block, and amputation of a leg caused “no more 
effect than did cutting the hair.” In severe axillary 
and chest operations there was a marked tendency 
to respiratory failure. In abdominal procedures, if the 
omentum was made to cover the viscera, thereby pre- 
venting direct contact with them, there was much less 
shock. In operating upon the gall bladder and liver it 
was necessary to be cautious as to traction, on account of 
the great fluctuation in blood pressure caused by mechani- 
cal interference with the large venous trunks. ‘The most 
dangerous abdominal area was in the region of the duo- 
denum, pylorus, and gall bladder, the least dangerous in 
the pelvis. The severity of shock induced in abdominal 
operations is in direct ratio to the distance from the 
pelvis. In intra-thoracic operations the slightest contact 








with the heart or large veins caused the most profound 
alterations in blood pressure; the arteries are not so 
sensitive.—-Brit. Med. Journal. 


— 














COACHING IN DUBLIN. 





Just a week earlier than last year, Mr. John Freeman, 
F.R.C.V.S., on Saturday put on his evening coach, The 
Nightingale, between Dublin and Malahide, and, besides 
making the initial run on the delightful trip, inaugurated 
the Dublin coaching season. The popularity of an 
evening coach was amply demonstrated last year, when 
for several weeks The Nightingale on nearly all its runs 
was fully patronised, and the venture proved so entirely 
successful that Mr. Freeman decided to again place such 
an unquestionable attraction before the citizens. For 
the opening run Mr. Freeman loaded his coach by Invi- 
tation, and to see it depart from the Shelbourne quite 4 
large company assembled, and most cordially wished its 
proprietor every success. The Nightingale has now s° 
thoroughly established her reputation that I have no 
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necessity to say more than that she entered upon her 
season’s work in most perfect trim. No one devoted to 
coaching more strictly observes all the etiquette relating 
to it than Mr. Freeman, who has_ now for several years 
been pre-eminently identified with it. Indeed one has 
to look back to 1883 to bring to mind the period at 
which he made his debut, as in that year and for three 
or four years subsequently he tooled a coach between 
Dublin and Kingstown, sometimes extending the trip to 
Bray and Enniskerry. The Nightingale proceeded at a 
merry pace across the Green to Grafton Street, through 
which she attracted much attention. The formality of 
pulling up at the Metropole was duly observed, and 
starting again we bowled along to Rutland Square 
through Gardiner’s Place to Mountjoy Square, where 
the usual route was diverted from in consequence of the 
roads not being in order. It was very plain sailing once 
Clonliffe Road was reached, and then the bit of tram 
line vanished, and we sped away along the Donnycarney 
Road tu Artane and Coolock. I do not intend to tell of 
the delightful views which stretch away on either side 
once Clontarf is passed until Malahide is reached. 
Those who would learn of them had better see for them- 
selves, and in no way can the beauty of the scenery be 
better realised than from a seat on The Nightingale. 
At Cooloch the spanking team of chestnuts which had 
fetched us from the city gave way to a mixed team, 
grey wheelers and brown leaders, and, like those they re- 
placed, all full of quality. Leaving Coolock, the 
route was taken by Belgriffin, Kinsealy, Fingerpost, 
and thence to the Grand Hotel at Malahide, the 
affairs of which are so excellently administered 
by Mr. Bethell. With mine host Saturday was a _bust- 
ling evening, as, in addition to the coach dinner, to which 
Mr. Freeman entertained his guests, the banquet of the 
Irish Association District of the Institute of Journalists 
was also proceeding. It was a glorious evening when we 
again took our places on the coach at a quarter-past 
nine, Mr. Freeman insisting on Squire Thompson taking 
the ribbons, while he came amongst the scribes to enjoy 
his cigar and hear as well as relate some good tales, 
“coachy ” and otherwise. Dublin was reached strictly at 
the scheduled time ; and having taken leave of Mr. and 
Mrs. Freeman, after a truly glorious evening, one and all 
wished the best of good luck to The Nightingale and her 
popular and enterprising proprietor. The coach will 
run on every weekday from the Shelbourne at a quarter- 
past five, and for the run to Malahide the fare is 3s. ; the 
double journey costs no more than 5s., while the whole 
coach can be booked for £3. Such remarkably cheap 
fees as these cannot fail to ensure a full coach on every 
run, and indeed how or where to find better value I do 
not know.—Freeman’s Journal. 





ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 

Extract from London Gazette : Wark OFFICE. 
Middlesex Yeomanry (Duke of Cambridge’s Hussars). 

Mr. H. G. Simpson to be Veterinary-Lieutenant. _ 
Vet.-Lieutenant A. C. Hewson to be Vet.-Captain. 








Vet.-Major E. Day returned from S. Africa, 10th inst. 
Vet.-Lieutenant A. England arrived from South Africa 
on completion of tour of foreign service. 





Veterinary-Colonel Thomson, Principal Veterinary 
Surgeon in India, is in England on leave, and his presence 
is being taken advantage of by the War Office to settle 
one or two vexed questions affecting his department, 
which is yearly increasing in importance. One of the 


most pressing of these is the matter of titles. Now that 
combatant rank has been given to all officers of the 
Indian Medical Service and all departmental officers on 
the British list, the veterinary officers are placed in an 
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anomalous position by being refused a similar concession. 
The veterinary officers are essentially a military body, in 
direct touch with the mounted combatant branches in 
the field, and the proposal to give them combatant titles 
has the full support of the military side of the War Office, 
where common-sense prevails.—7'he World. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

_  Solicitor’s address : 32, Essex Street, Strand, W.C. 
Sir, 

Referring to a letter under this heading.in your issue 
of the 10th inst., and to the previous correspondence, 
and your article on the same subject, [ beg to say that 
the registered veterinary practitioner in question com- 
plied with the requirements of the Registration Com- 
mittee, after the receipt of my letter, and within the 
specified time, and there the matter ended so far as he 
was concerned.— Yours truly, 

12th June. Gro. THATCHER. 


SCHMIDT'S TREATMENT OF MILK FEVER. 
Sir, 

Your correspondent, Mr. Mayall, has, | find, entirely 
misunderstood my letter 7+ Schmidt’s treatment of milk 
fever. 

My intention was to show that according to my experi- 
ence Schmidt’s system is either unreliable or fallacious ; 
and that better results are attained by the let-alone 
treatment—of course, paying due attention to nursing, 
etc. I have had several successful cases which have 
been treated on the let-alone principle ; and [ merely 
mentioned as a typical instance the case in which a non- 
professional attained a successful result by doing practi- 
cally nothing. 

I am, however, profoundly grateful to Mr. Mayall for 
teaching me one thing, viz., the necessity in all eommuni- 
cations of using the most simple language and in the 
strictest literal sense. I should not have thought it possible 
that any one of your readers would have read my letter so 
as to imagine that I approved of, or advocated, the hypo 
dermic injection of a drachm of water ! 

With reference to my experience of Schmidt's treat 
ment, I mentioned that nothing either medicinal or 
dietetic was bottled down the patients in order to make 
it clear that broncho-pneumonia was not induced by 
medicine or food being introduced into the trachea and 
lungs, as is so often the case when they are not adminis- 
tered through a stomach tube. Also, I did not say that the 
three cows which died of pneumonia previously “got up.” 

Mr. Mayall should know that until we discover the 
pathology of this disease we cannot treat it scientifically 
—all methcds are empirical. 

I refrain from offering any observations on that por- 
tion of Mr. Mayall’s letter wherein he indulges in un- 
called for insinuations about “dirty water” and “a 
dirty syringe.” James Wess, F.R.C.V.S. 

Bishop’s Stortford. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS IN THE YEOMANRY. 
Sir, 

I was very much interested in the account recorded in 
your columns a week or two back of the doings of our 
Council, headed by Mr. James Simpson, in regard to 
Members of the College who hold appointments in the 
Yeomanry Cavalry as Farrier-Majors or Farrier-Sergeants. 
How on earth these gentlemen can be held to be guilty 
of disgraceful conduct is beyond my comprehension. As 
a rule men join the Yeomanry for the sport of the thing 
and their love of soldicring, and, I presume, the veteri- 
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nary surgeon is no exception to this. If, besides perform- 
ing his military duties, he with his special knowledge of 
horses helps his commanding officer and his comrades to 
keep the chargers of the regiment fit and well at his own 
time, trouble, and expense, taking no fee for so doing, 
how can it possibly be said of him with any truth 
that he is acting in a disgraceful way professionally, [ 
should like to know? Can Mr. J. Simpson give a satis- 
factory answer to this? I should say not. I have never 
seen any satisfactory reasons given yet for this undue 
interference with members in their private life, and I 
maintain what a man does gratuitously is a private 
affair of his own. 

I know a member of the R.C.V.S. who joined a 
Yeomanry-Cavalry regiment as trooper, and without 
being consulted in any way at all was appointed acting 
Veterinary Surgeon to the regiment at his first training. 
At the end of the training the Colonel thanked him 
before the whole of the regiment for the services he had 
rendered as Acting Veterinary Surgeon. The trooper 
acted in the same capacity during his second training, 
besides attending his drills, ete. Just before his third 
training he was appointed Farrier-Major and had to buy 
all his kit at a cost of £80. his regiment only had two 
squadrons and was therefore not allowed a commissioned 
V.S.. but since Mr. James Simpson’s agitation for such a 
regiment to have a commissioned veterinary officer one 
has been appointed, and this just lately—not the Farrier- 
Major, however, who had been put to all the trouble and 
expense, but another gentleman who has never served 
in the regiment at all.—I am, sir, yours truly, 
AntI-HuMBUG. . 


IMPROVED METHODS OF SLAUGHTER— 
(FREENER’S HUMANE CATTLE KILLER. 
Sir, 

The Council of the Church Society for the Promotion 
of Kindness to Animals is arranging for demonstrations 
of the use of Greener’s Humane Cattle Killer, at some 
convenient place in London, about the 21st inst., one with 
cattle and one with horses 

Any of your readers who are interested in improving 
upon our present methods of slaughtering can have 
tickets on application to the undersigned. Thanking 
you in anticipation for inserting this note, sincerely 


yours, 
F. Gorse, M.A. 
9 Alconbury Road, Clapton, N.E., 
June 12th. 





‘ STOCK INSURANCE FEES. 
Sir, 

The enclosed was, as you see, forwarded to us the 
other day. We should like to know whether this is 
considered exactly professional for us to become agents 
and doctors to such Associations? and whether by so 
doing we shall raise the status of our profession? Most 
of us go miles for little money enough for the various 
cattle insurance offices, and we are practically bound to 
do it to prevent some other practitioner getting his foot 
on to our clients’ premises, but we should like to seea 
proper fixed fee for all such work and make it “ disgrace- 
ful conduct ” for any of our members to accept less than 
the recognised professional fee for such services. 

The fee stated in this circular is no doubt handsome 
compared to that (viz., 5s. per horse, per annum) accepted 
by one man who does similar work for a local society 
here, but they even then find it difficult to get many 
members so they keep the thing going by touting round, 
and now some quite “well to do” people are joining it. 
Will this be the means of raising our status in this 
locality? Ought we to take work of this kind, for such 


people, at such prices? There appears to be men in our 
profession who will gladly work for next to nothing 
rather than their neighbours should retain their clients 
if they can help it. Such practices are of course quite 
professional, at any rate it gives the unemployed some- 
thing to do, and affords them experience they would 
otherwise never obtain. 

Weare told that some of our North country town 
practitioners take contracts for even less than this, and 
for public authorities, such as town councils too. Can 
any of those gentlemen, or anyone who has tried it, tell 
us whether the medicines are included with attendance, 
journeys, and advice? and if so what medicines are used ? 
and how they manage to get a profit? or is it merely 
done as an advertisement with the hope of obtaining 
some other more profitable practice? What a farce 
the reading of the new bye-law 113 seems after this.— 
Yours faithfully, 

NEMo. 


ARE THESE ADVERTISEMENTS ? 
Sir, 

Is it not true that at least one of our Council uses 
in conjunction with his firm some royal emblem on his: 
note paper, etc. ? ; 

Again, does the Council take any notice of one 
veterinary adviser to a doggy, etc., paper, allowing 
his name and address to be inserted under “ veterinary 
advice,” and does not the proprietor of the paper state 
that 5/- will be charged if advice is sent direct to the 





enquirer? Are these not advertisements? If not, what 


are they ? 
Anti-HuMBu6G. 


HEWSON’S APPEAL FUND. 
Sir, 

May [ again ask your kind permission for a further 
space in the pages of 7'he Record for the following list of 
subscribers, and tc thank you on behalf of the! Com- 
mittee for your kindness in: giving publicity to the 
subject. 

Anyone wishing to subscribe would greatly oblige 
by doing so as early as possible, as the Committee would 
like to close the list and square up the matter by the end 
of the month, when fuil soe. da will be published. 

This case is very illustrative, and shows how neces- 
sary it is for members to combine and form a special 
defence association or to join the National Defence 
Association, for to meet the costs of such cases, cash does 
not always come in so quickly as'one would naturally 
think. 





£s. d 

Amount brought forward 50 17 0 

Mr. Aaron Sisson 10 90 
T. H. R. Threlkeld 1 1 0 

J. G. Bell 10 6 
Andrew Robb 1 1 0 
Jas. Little 100 
J.S. Walker 10 0 
£55 9 6 





Henry THompeson, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 
Aspatria. 








Communications, Books, aND PaPers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
G. Thatcher, H.G. Simpson, E. White Wallis, J. M. Tate, 
H. Thompson, H. Hall, J. W. Pollock, H. B. Elliott, F. 
Gorse, M.A.; Lt. W.O. Dawson. ‘“ Anti-Humbug.” _ 
The Journal ot Comparative Medicine and Vety. Archives 
(Philadelphia), Bishops Stortford Weekly News. 
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